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CONSIDERATIONS. 


# UPON 5 
Coxrupt Elettions. 


F che Corruption practis d in many Electi- 


ons is ſo Notorious, that in Fact it can- 
not be deny d; and if Corruption be a 
Crime ſo Grols, chat no Man pretends to 


juſtify it; ſure tis allowable to appear in Print 


with an Honeſt Engliſh Freedom upon ſuch 
a Subject. ; 


In Ancient Rome 1t wou'd Fs ave been Hs 
nourable to have been a Proſecutor in ſuch 
a Caſe. Plutarch makes it to be one of 


the Nobleſt parts in the Character of Cato, 
That he bound himſelf in an Oath, that Kin 
wou d be the Accuſer of whomſoever bis ſhou'd 
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know to have given Money for the purchaſing 


Suffrages in Elections. And there was a Law 
which appointed Rewards and Honours for 
thoſe that ſhou d Impeach them. . 
They that are unconcerned in theſe 11 Pra- 
ices will have no reaſon to cenſure me; and 
thoſe that are concern d dare not anſwer me; 
for Corruption is fo entirely diſown'd by all 
Men, that they who have been guilty of ic 
may. endeavour to evade it, but the odious 
Criminals can never preſume to defend it: 
nor will the Rights and Privileges of Parlia- 
ment be Invaded by ſpeaking plainly upon 
this occaſion, fince all that ſhall be ſaid is to 
_ preſerve the Honour and Dignity of Parlia-. 
ments, and to take off from the Houſe of 
Commons that Stain of Bribery and Corrup- 
tion, which many Elections have caſt upon it. 
The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes there 
Aſſembled are the Repreſentatives of the 


People of Eugland, and are- peculiarly. im- 


power d by them to tranfact concerning their 
Religion, Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates; but 
the Nation may juſtly complain, that this 
extenſive Juriſdiction ſhould be lodg d in thoſe 


SGentlemen who cannot be ſaid to have been 


Elefed; 
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Blefied, Gut tö have Bought the Mhdrediv'd Pri- 


i 


vilege of intruding into that Houſe : RB 
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A ſhort-liv d Priviledge we hope it will 
prove; for it will undoubtedly become the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of a Parliament, to bring 
uch Corrupting Gentlemen, and their Cor- 
trupt Boroughs to immediate Puniſhment. 
Ihe Juſtice of a Houſe of Commons will 
not paſs over ſuch a Crime; nor their Wiſdom 
allow any delay in the Puniſhment. By delay, 
the Bribes and Arts of ſuch Men may ſpread # 
themſelves in the Houſe it ſelf: And if the fa-. 
tal Contagion ſhall at any time reach a Ma- 
jority there, England will be loſt; for it will 
be neither able to bear the Diſeaſe, nor go 
through with the Cure. f 1 Sr 
Of late Years, many ſteps have been taken- 
in Parliament towards Vindicating and Eſta- 
bliſhing the Ancient Liberties of the Kingdom. 
And after we have long Rival d the Romans in 
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cheir Courage, we begin to aſpire to ſomething 
of their Love of their Country. But this indeed 
be is but begun, and chat too with great diſad- . 


vantages; their Jealouſy of their Laws and Li- 
berties grew up with them, and it was many 
Years before Luxury and Bribery ſooth d and 


corrupted it. 


But 


L 
Zut our firſt motions towards Liberty are 
dog with Corruption, and the Name of 
Liberty made uſe of by many, only to car- 
ry on the deſigns of raiſing prodigious Eſtates, 
or acquiring Places and Titles. | 
Hence it is, thoſe ſeveral Monſtem * 
brought forth, of Friends to. the Government 
at Thirty per Cent. Gain by it: Affected Patri- 
ots, and real Paricides: Lovers and Devourers 
of er Count 4 
And theſe are Ingendred, ho he unnatural 
net of different Sects and Parties, when 


they come together to Worſhip che univerſal ; 
Idol of this Age, Self-Intereſt. 


his Diſeaſe began in Town, as al Plans 

uſually do, and has now. Infected our Bo- 
roughs, who being many of them very Poor, 
and finding themſelves ſo much Courted ſince 
the Triennial Act, have enhanced the price of 
their Breath proportionable to the demand of 
the Market; and are arrived at laſt to ſub- 
ſtantial Bribery, and ſolid Corruption. 

Before the Act for preventing Charge and 
Expence in Elections of Menibers to ſerve in 
Parliament, the Kingdom was fallen into an 

Exceſſive and Exorbitant way of Entertain- 


ment 


L550 


ment by Eating and, Drinking, at. Electi- 


ons. 


And this. is very juſtly Meclared by the "Ra, y 


amble of that Act, to be contrary to the Laws, 


and i in violation to the Freedom due to. the Feen | 
of. Repreſentatives. for the Commons of. England 


in Parliament; To the great Scandal of the King- 


dom, diſhonurable, and may be deſtructive to the 


Conſtitution af Parliaments. 


But the Methods of Bribery, fear d to have 


wy practic d fi ſince that Act, have not ſo 


much as a Taſte of the Ancient Engliſh Hoſpi- 


tality, but are more ſordid in their Nature, 


as well as more | dangergus! 3 in their Conle- | 


0 - a Rund i 
There is no Crime far n may 4 gg 
by Circumſtances; and if this Corruption that 
CES of fas proceeded from any Pub- 
lick Socaety, that is a Circumſtance that makes 
it more, heinous in its ſelf, and more pre- 


judicial to the Conſtitution of our Govern. 


ment. 


If ſuch 75 5 tion 75 OE, over, e 
ry will be 2 125 
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ed in perpetual Succeſſon, 
with , 2 Common Seal, and wich Power to pur- 
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Then will the Countrey Gentlemen, whoſe 
Lands are the Source of all Taxes, and muſt 
bearrhe Burthen of every War, ſee themſelves 
thruſt out of their Boroughs firſt, and after- 
wards out of their Inheritances, by a Joint 
Stock; which, without Ruin, they ca n nei- 
ther ſubmit to, nor oppoſe. 
And this without any proſpect of Redreſs, 
ſince they and theit Families muſt expect to 
be ſo oppreſt by ſuch Genetal Society, their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns. hs at 
"Tis uſual upon the diſcovery of any New 
Port, where the Inhabitants are eager of 
Trade, for ſingle Perſons to open the Traf- 
fick firſt ; and when they have ſucceeded well, 
then form themſelves into a Company; ſo 
ſeveral ſingle Adventurers, having made good 
Returns from ſome Boroughs which they have 
happen d to diſcover, and Bufinels increaſing 
apace, it has been thought moſt adviſable to 
manage it by a Joint Stock: Accordingly, 
the Directors and others of the N. -E. -L 
| C--------- have lanch d out, and Corruption 
with them has diffus d it ſelf in ſeveral Rivu- 
lets from S-------H---, to meet again in a 
General Conflux at St, S- C -— 
x h : =, 5 TFF N Great 


. 0 
Great Men, who have been immoderately 
ambitious, have erected Banks and Funds, 
. and laſt of all, a New Society to Trade to 
the Eaſt- Indies; which might owe their Being, 
and have a Dependance upon thoſe , under 
the ſhelter of which they think to ſupport them- 
ſelves; and if they find they are tottering in 
their Princes Favour, and would force him to 
make uſe of then, or prove themſelves either 
neceſſary for his Service, or dangerous to be 
diſobliged, then they ſcreen themſelves under 
ſuch Funds and Banks, and Companies which 
they have created. | i 
They begin their Work in the City; and 
Trade, and the Publick Credit are the Watch⸗ 
Words pitched upon: They quit the Pre- 
tence of Religion; becauſe ſo oſten uſed al- 
ready; and likewiſe becauſe the Nerves of Con- 
tention upon that Account have been much 
ſlackned by the Toleration; nor will it ſuit 
with their way of Life or Character: For the 
truth of it is, the Impudence of Atheiſm has 
render d uſeleſs the Arts of Hypocriſxp. 
The New Cant Words of Trade and Pub- 
lic Credit , are the beſt Devices, in order to 
make diviſion and confuſion among us, that 
ever 
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ever were yet invented; for Religion ranges 
men cloſely under their A Standards; but 
then as it betrays the Weakneſs of each number 4 
to it contracts their Intereſt. - _ 

But 2 Joint Stock lets in all Parties, * all 
Religions; tis like the Ark which had; in it 
all ſorts of Beaſts, clean and unclean, but a 


; very {mall ſhare of Mankind; and it 18 ſtrange 


to ſee how common Intereſt mollifies their 
Tempers to one another, and ſowres them to 
all the World beſides: Show che Presbyterian 
and the Papiſt, the Independant and the Quaker, 
lay aſide their ſeveral Opinions, as to Sacred 
Matters, to debate calmly of that more im- 
portant Queſtion, Whether Stock will riſe; or 
how much may be got by the Million Barks; or 


* Exchequer Bills? 


The Pretence of Religion makes only Sepa- 


ration; the pretence of Trade, makes univer- 
Hal Diſtraction and Confuſion; which being 


carried on by Corruption, will al the Value 
of Lands proportionably as it raiſes the Intereſt 
of Money, and will end in the utter Ruin of 


the Nation: Which in ſuch Circumſtances 


can be neither ſafe under a Peace, or ſucceſsful 
in carey ing on a War; But tis to be hoped, 


Thins :-. 


8,2 35+ » TE Baba + 
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Commons, will not ſuffer it to be Invaded by 


1 4 . 
chat the * has ſtill many Worthy Centle⸗ 0 wh 
men, who inherit the Spirit of their Grear An- 4 ROE 
ceſtors ; and that they who have been fo jea- 


lous of their Liberties in former Caſes, when 
Attempts have been made upon the Houle of 


the Bribery of a Company ſo lately framed; 
nor quietly admit ſo Open and Encreaſi ing An | "2 
Evil. There is avaſt deal of difference between 
a few ſtragling corrupt Members, and form'd 
Bodies of them : Private Penſions may influ- 
ence ſome ; Hopes of being made Lords, may- 
prevail upon others; and by ſplitting of Pla- 
ces, Quon. and Tray may vote in Couples. 

Bar theſe are Ws the Militia of Bribery, and - 
may be diſperſed ; but when Corruption is re- 
gulated in a Company, they become more 
dangerous than a Standing Army; becauſe, if 
they have a Majority, they may raiſe Money 
to pay an Army if they think fitting, and make 
an Act to perpetuate Themſelves. 

Cataline was no very awkward Parricide. He 
took as probable Steps towards the Ruin of his 
Country, as ever Man did, and yet his Policy 
ſi Ned chiefly in corrupting the Young Gen- 
ee of Rome „in giving them Horſes and 
| „ Dogen 5 


Cr]. 


Dogs, and inhumouring them in their ſeveral 


a e t Oder mn 
But this was tedious and uncertain Work; 
their Lewdneſs mingled too much with their 
Politicks, till the very proſtituted Women took 
pity of their Country, and ſaved Rome from 
its looſer Gentry. Had there been a Company 
that muſt be ſupported by Means as unwarran- 
table as its Inſtitution was unjuſt; or a Bank 
or Publick Funds ; Cataline had got in withthe 
Directors, or been one of them, and certainly 
carried his Point. Though the perſons that 
have, as tis fear d, by Bribery, carried many 
Elections, and attempted more, are very nu- 
merous; and have ſhewed ſo much Power 


and Confidence of late, yet this depends chief- 


ly upon their being ſo well headed; which ſtill 


makes them the more dangerous: For it is not 


a few Merchants and Shopkeepers that make 


all chis buſtle, but Gentlemen of a higher De- 
gree, and greater Figure in the World, who - 


think the City has an everlaſting Stock of 


Contention at their Service, and that ſecure 
behind the publick Funds, imagine, once again, 


to oppreſs the Kingdom. 


But 


L111 

But alas, tis as weak to hope to ſecure 
ones ſelf behind a Multitude of Trading Peo- 
ple, as to think to conceal Miſcarriages under 
a Vain- Glorious Preamble; tis very ſtrange 
for perſons to fall a Trading again, who have 
once had ſo ill luck already: A Company 
may run away with their Charter, and exceed 
it as much as a Ship's Crew have already their 
Commiſſion; and amidſt the Temptations of 
Profit and Opportunity, turn Pyrates too, and 
cauſe their Authors and Supporters to be que- 
ſtioned; And then who can pity them? For 
as Honeſt Edmund Spencer ſays-— 


The Sovereign of the Seas, he blamesin yain, 
Who, when once (Kidnapt) will to Sea again, 


But this is certain; that if cheſe Men that 

crowd into the Houſe thus corruptly and tu- 

multuouſly, ſhould be diſapꝑaigted, as tis the = 
hopes of all good Engliſhmen the ill, then 
they will tura upon their Leaders to 
themſelves; and therefore they that lead them 
mult Imploy all their Forces, their Wir, their 
Power, and their Intereſt to ſupport them. 


P _Now 
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Nou as this muſt give them ſo much more 
Strength, ſo it muſt make them ſo much more 
dangerous; and therefore the more neceſ- 
fary mult it be to Inquire into theſe things ſpee- 
dily. 05 
Bur further, to make the Dangers of ſuch 
Practices yet more plain, let us conſider the 
Hl Conſequences, if Boroughs ſhall be ſuffer d 
to be ſaleable, and if one Joint Stock ſhall be 
allowed to buy them up; tis poſſible; nay, 
tis as reaſonable too, that other Joint Stocks 
ſhould attempt the ſame; and then, I beſeech 
you, conſider what a condition the Conſtitu- 
tion of our Government is in. if 
The Quakers have a verygreat Stock always 
by them, and this they are able to increaſe at 
a very little Warning, to a very great degree, 
whenever they think fitting: It has been reck- 
ond that theſe People underſtand Buying and 
Selling, as well as any in the World: But if 
ſo, then they alſo may ſecure to themſelves ſo 
many Repreſentatives, by the ſame Methods, 
and their Agents, which are not Qualers, 
manage ſo for them in the Borough-Market, as 
to purchaſe a. Majority, and get themſelves 
Voted good Chriſtians. | 


Beſides 


LEE: 
Beſides theſe, the Jeſuits and other Regu- 
lars, „have ſeveral Lands in this Nation, 
concealed and managed, for em by Merces Fl 
nary Attorneys; a great ſtock might be raiſed 
by theſe, upon occaſion, with vaſt additions 
of what will certainly be contributed by others 
of their Party, many of which are very Weal- 
thy and by this means may they Repeal the 
Laws which are in Force againſt em, with 
much more eaſe than they were obtained. 
But what is not leſs probable,” but ranch 
more dangerous ſtill, we have been at a great 
Expence of Blood and Money, to keep out 
King James, and the name of eee has been 
long terrible and odious amon but if 
this be Juſtly and Reaſonably * nay if the 
Jacobite Party be but half ſo great as has been 
ſuppoſed; they may not only add further to 
the Monks Stocks, and prove their Tools in 
the Purchaſing of! Boroughs, but the French 
King might alſo joyn his Purſe too, and ſend 
over at any Diſſolution, to Buy our Towns. 
as he does our Horſes, to charge againſt us 
upon em. This may be done witk more Cun- 
ning and Secrecy, than ſome wiſe men have 


hong "_ ro proceed withal, Inſomuch 
E that 


1 5 * 
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that in a little time this method of Corrupting, 


if connived at, may make way not only for 
the worſt of Enthuſiaſts, but even for our 
ancient Enemy, for Popery it ſelf to enter 
among uus. 
And then, what neither their Learning, 
Force, nor Treachery could attain in ſo many 
Years, {hall be done by our own conſents. 


And what is ſtill more worthy our Conſi- 


deration, is, how often we muſt incur this 
danger over and over again, in a little time, 
if we do not actually fall into it immediately. 

If what has been ſaid ſhould ſeem any thing 
Improbable, or not likely to take Effect, the 
the Firſt, Second, Third --- nay allowing not 
the Twentieth Attempt, yet it may do ſo at 


laſt. And Generous and Publick-Spirited 


Patriots will conſider, not the preſent Age 
alone, but have Regard to Poſterity. But we 


haye no occaſion for this Reſerve, a very little 


time may give a fatal demonſtration of the 
nearneſs of the danger of ſuch Methods. Eve- 
ry one muſt he ſenſible of the general corrup- 


tion of the preſent Age. 


eri 
21 
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How many there are who would be glad to 
make their Peace on t other ſide the Water, 


(eſpe- 


Lid 


1 L 16 J 
(eſpecially conſidering the Caſe of the Succeſ- 
ſion) and willingly Enjoy quietly the ſudden 
Eſtates which have been fore d up unnaturally 
from Funds and Joint- Stocks, as from ſo many 
Hot Beds: Every one muſt know allo the In- 
defatigable Induſtry of Popiſh Bigots, who are 
as Keen and Hungry ſtill, and withal as San- 
guine and Inſolent, as before 1588. nay as if 
they had never been diſappointed at all. And 
therefore let all theſe things be lay d together - 
Impartially, and then you muſt ſee, and not 
without ſome Terror ſure, how many oppor- 
tunities People thus diſpoſed, will have of 
putting their deſigns in Execution, by the ſame 
ways that have been practiſed, ſince the King 
is obliged to call a new Parliament every 
Three ers, ape ine nd Eats 157 

The Triennial Act was intended for the ſafe- 
ty and glory of the Nation, for the giving the 
People continual opportunities to report their 
Grievances, and by keeping em in a Body 
( as it were ) by their Repreſentatives, render 
them more able to withſtand the Attacks of 
Foreign Enemies from abroad, or Il Mini- 
rr Hoi has atd/ 
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But after this rate it will prove the means of 
our utter Ruin; for if this Bulwark of our 
Liberties be undermin d by Bribery and 
Corruption, it will fall upon our own Heads, 
and open a Breach to our Enemies to march 
over our Bodies, to extirpate our Religion, 
and ſubvert our Conſtitution. For if a Par- 
liament muſt be call d once every Three Years, 
then have all theſe Enemies to our Welfare 
(and all others that may ſtart up upon other 
Joint- Stocks or Banks hereafter,) an opportu- 
nity of breaking into the Legiſlative Power, 
at leaſt of trying their Fortune, Ten times in 
Thirty Years; nay more, a poſſibility of having 
it every Two Vears for ſome time; for the 
greater che Neceſſities of the Nation grow, the 
fiercer the Contentions of different Parties are, 
the oftner in probability will Parliaments be 
chang d, and then the tiring:out of Good and 
Virtuous Men, from ſerving their Countries. 

Aid the Confuſions and Diſtractions of 
ſuck times; the Envy and Revenge of con- 
tending Parties, will give deſigning Enemies 
the greater Opportunity of Foreſtalling the 
Market, and Stealing into the Houſe unre- 
garded; unregarded I ſay, in the general diſ- 


& 
order of a Sickly State, neither able to watch 
againſt the Frauds and Corruptions of Lurk- 
ing Enemies, nor to oppoſe the Invaſion of 
Open ones: The united Force of France and 
Spain is not more terrible, for we can never 
be deſtroy d from abroad, till we are ruined 

1 e 8840 of 

This is ſo plain, that I am confident every 
True Engliſhnan muſt be convinced of che 
danger, and will be ready to oppoſe it, and 
cor the Inſolence of Corruption, which 
advances towards and attacks the Legiſlative 
Power it ſelf. If a Man has any of the Spirit 
of his Anceſtors, any remains of that Virtue, 
which the Romans admir'd in the Ancient Brit- 
tains when they defended their Country ſo 

long and fo bravely againſt the Conquerors 
of the 'World, and never Sold one Inch of it, 
but for the Blood of their Enemies; he maſt 
de warm d into a Juſt Indignation againſt the 
baſe Corruptors of our Boroughs ; and urg d 
wich a true reſentment to ſee the excellent 
Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, which 
has coſt ſo many Millions to Retrieve and 
Preſerve, to ſee I ſay that Conſtitution Sully d, 
Uſurp' d and Overthrown by ſuch hands as 
_ then” Wo Cor- 
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Corruption is a Deteſtable and Odious 


Crime,; when it creeps about ſervilely and 
ſecretly; but who can bear ir, when Daring 


and Inſulting? What a ſtrange Confidence 
was it, that a Man who has in an Extraordi- 
nary. manner procur d his Two Sons as well 
as himſelf ro be lately choſen, ſhould declare, 
That if he had Forty Sons he would bring em 
all into the Houſe? That he who has already 
Proſtituted the Honour of that Auguſt Aſſembly 
by delivering Tickets himſelf at G---- H. 
among Porters; does he think that Honoura- 
ble Houſe will allow of Three, much leſs of 
Forty of that Breed? n ated; 
Birth, Education, and Good Senſe, are 
port the aſſuming too great an' Influence in 


that Houſe; And ſhall this Man dare to hope 


it 2;; Whatever need the Houſe, may have of a 


Family of Directors, Let not the 8 


think they are fit to Succeed the .- 
But yet even this is not ſo bad, as their 
Impudence in thinking that they can recom- 
mend themſelves to the Protection of the 
Court, while they are guilty of ſuch Proceed: 


ings. What Affront can be ſo great, ſo pro- 
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voking as this? Can they think that a Prince 
of ſuch Niceneſs of Obferidtons ſuch Pro- 
found Penetration, cannot ſee into the bottom 
of this? Can they think that the King who has 
breath d an Air of Liberty from his Infancy, 
and is Deſcended from a Race of Deliverers of 


their Country, muſt not Diſdain to have the 


pretence of his Service made the Stale for the 
Preſerving ſuch aCompany ? Can they hope to 
merit Favour by theſe Methods? as well might 
the Author of . late Scandalous Satyr think to 
recommend himſelf by his Panegyrick on the 
King, while he Libels the Kingdom in ſo In- 
famous a manner, and all Dee and Or- 
dersof Men in it. 
Let me add to this, ven it ariſes init thi 
fame Conſideration, That were the Houſe of 
Commons tamely to admit ſuch Men among 
them, it muſt needs ſink the Dignity of that 
Aſſembly in the Judgment, of; a ny andJuſt 
Prince... 2 
Ne e a a W ae J en 

20 Diſſimulation, that made ſo much uſe of 
the; Flattery and Corruption of che Age he 
lived in as Tiberius; and yet: when he aur! N 
how far Corruption had got into the Senate, 
and 


- 
1 © 


* 


[20] 


and how quietly and ſucceſsfully it ruled 


among em, He could not. ore ſaying 


often as he went out of the Houſe, O Wretches, 
ready for ſervitude. As if he who ( as Tacitus 


—_— could endure Liberty the leaſt of all 


things, yet could not but abhor ſuch baſe and 
ſervile doings. If a Tyrant, a Lover of Luxu- 


rious Eaſe, could not bear this, how odious 
muſt it be to a Prince who has a Senſe of 


Liberty, and Co and Judgment to Aſſert 
es 


| Thoſe who are concerned in Party and In- 
rb to ſupport the foul Practices in Elections, 
may lay, That it will be inconvenient to pro- 
ceed immediately upon theſe Matters; and 


chen fall · into their Common: place, Invectives 


| againſt the Old Company; and at laſt cloſe 


with an Harangue againſt the Eaſt- India Trade 
in General. But all chis is only to Ward off 
the timely examination of it. 


Thus when Reſumptions were une) 


] ſpoke of, tl hey were for Reſumptione, but let 
us begin ( oy te ey) as early as the Reſtora- 


tion of King rles H. They * for Impeach- 


ments roo, ur then they es; firſt fall upon 


the Ill Miniſters of the two late Reigns, Dead 
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or Alive. Surely. this way of reaſoning will not 


, who 
ment a great while ago, or let us give the 


may ſay, Let us have a care of putting the 


greateſt Importance. The Peace or War of 
Europe is to be determin d; and the Succeſſi- 


1 
be allow'd : The matter is not doubtful here, 
but notorious, and has been boaſted of by 
the Parties concern d: Nay , ſome Bo- 
roughs are irighten'd, and have been told, 
That all Petitions ſhould be Poſtpon d for this 
Seſſion. If the Old Company, or any of their 
Members are guilty of Bribery in Elections, 
let them be puniſh'd ; but why are they tobe 
jumbled together, in this caſe, unleſs equally 
guilty ? ei | M 
Suppoſe fome of the N -E. C. aol 
have committed the groſſeſt Bribery, and by 
that have poiſon d the Fountain-Head of our 
Laws; Are not theſe Men to be puniſh'd ?- 
No- let us fall upon the O E---- T---- co 

babe Members of Parlia- 


Trade in general to the Dutch: Thele are the 
Arguments we ruſt expect from ſome. 
Others, that are Fine - Spoken Moderate Men, 


Houſe into a Heat, and dividing into Parties, 
when we have Queſtions before us of the 
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on of the Crown debated. This is to allow, 
that thoſe; ho tis fear d are guilty of Bribe- 
ry, are grown into a Party: Beſides, chis Ex- 
cuſe contradicts it ſelf; for if things of ſuch 
Importance ate to come before the Houle, 
ought they not, in the firſt place, to purge 
themſel ves? Theſe Queſtions ' require the 
greateſt Integrity, as well as the greateſt Wiſ- 
dom, for the good of this Age, and Late Po- 
ſterity depends upon em; And are theſe Men 
qualify d to determine ſuch Queſtions? © 
. Troy was ſafe enough when the Horſe was 
without the Walls; but when it was voted in 
by the Unanimous Multitude, the Direct ors 
in the Belly of it took their Opportunity, and 
llet in their Fellow- Adventurers; and chen 
| oa ene fb of; gd Ape INS PETRI 


+ 1; nos neque Hdides, &c. 


I truth) no body can by any Pretence pal- 
liate, or by any Arts delay the immediate Ex- 
amination of this Matter, without giving 
ſhrew'd Signs of, being concern d themſelves; 
nor ought ſuch Deeds of Darkneſs be try d 
at Midnight ; but, if the Wiſdom of the Houſe 
think fic, the moſt Notoribus Caſes. be 
5 20 55 ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly heard at the Bar of the Houle. | 
Since then ir muſt appear upon the Whole, 
That as all Corruption is dangetous to the 
Publick; from Single Perſons, ſo it is muen 
more from Setled Society, and Joint Stocks 
eſpecially when encourag d and aſſiſted by peo- | 
ple in Power; ſince the Corruptions of Bo- 
roughs may ſpread to the utmoſt extent; and 

the 555 means which have been made uſe of 

at one time, may be made uſe of at another, 

by our worſt. Enemies; who though. they fail 
once, or more times, ſhall have many to try 
their Fortune again, and ſo at length over- 
throw the Conſtitution, the Law, the Liberties 
and the Religion of this Nation. 5 


And Laſtly, Since all delay of Exami- 
nation of this matter may prove of the 
worſt Conſequence at this important Jun- 
cture; It is Humbly hop'd that the Houſe 
of Commons will be. pleas'd to look im- 


KͤK — 


mediately into this Affair, and either ac- 
quit the Suſpected, Honourably; or bring 
the Guilty, and their Mercenary Boroughs, 
to Exemplary Puniſhment. "IP 


And 
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And if a few Ill Men call themſelves, The 
Trade of tbe Nation; they ought no more 
to be regarded, than if a few III 5 
call themſelves, The Government. 
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